City Council of the City of Bemidji

Policy and Rules of Decorum for Public Comment and Public Hearings

The Bemidji City Council welcomes and invite comments, suggestions, questions, and
input from the public on the operations of the City of Bemidji (the “City”), for the
purposes of informing the City Council and City staff about the views of the public.
During City Council meetings, comments from the public may only be offered during the
City Council’s designated Public Comment session, or during a noticed public hearing.
All comments and public participation during City Council meetings shall be in
accordance with the procedures and rules provided in this policy.

The City Council finds that establishing this policy to govern the conduct of all persons
attending and/or participating in Public Comment sessions and public hearings is in the
public interest, helping ensure orderly and respectful meetings are conducted, as well
as to provide for the safety and participation rights of all attendees and speakers. To
ensure that City Council Public Comment sessions and public hearings are conducted
in a professional and courteous manner, all persons in attendance or who participate in
an Public Comment sessions or public hearings shall conduct themselves in a manner
that complies with the procedures and rules contained in this policy.

Adopted this 3 day of August, 2026.



Procedures for City Council Public Comment Sessions

1.

A Public Comment session shall be held during each regular meeting of the City
Council for the purpose of gathering input from the public. Regular meetings are
generally held on the first and third Mondays of the month at 6:00 pm (except for
rescheduled meetings due to holidays), and held at the City Council Chambers at
Bemidji City Hall.

The Public Comment session shall be open to the public, and shall be included as
part of the City Council agenda for all regular meetings of the City Council. The
Public Comment session may be broadcasted on air or online through the City’s
normal broadcast channels, at the discretion of the City.

The total length of the Public Comment session shall be limited in time to no more
than 30 minutes. This time may only be extended via an approved motion
passed by a majority of the City Council.

. Each speaker during a Public Comment session is limited to offer comments up to a

total of three (3) minutes, and each speaker may speak only one time per Public
Comment session.

Virtual participation may be allowed in accordance with state statutes, but only if
members of the City Council are participating remotely via video conferencing
technology. The published City Council agenda and meeting information shall
include virtual participation information if such is being offered at the meeting.

During a Public Comment session, members of the public may provide comments
for the City Council’s consideration. Public comments must follow these criteria:

a. The topic must relate to specific matters of City related business and/or which
relate to subject matter under the jurisdiction of the City.

b. Speakers may not speak on items/topics that will otherwise be addressed at a
public hearing scheduled for the same regular City Council meeting.

Members of the public wishing to speak are requested to sign up on a form
provided by the City Clerk and made available in the City Council chambers before
the City Council meeting. Those attending the meeting remotely who wish to speak
during public comment shall email the City Clerk in advance of meeting to sign up.

Commenters will be called on to speak in the order that they appear on the sign-up
list. When your name is called, please step to the podium and speak into the
microphone, or speak into the microphone on your remote device if you are
participating virtually.

If unable to sign-up before the meeting, an opportunity to speak after the speakers
on the sign-up list are exhausted may be given if time permits. The Mayor or
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presiding officer will alternate between those in person and those participating
remotely.

10.Speakers must state their name and address before speaking.

11.Speakers must address their comments to the Mayor or presiding officer and not to
other City Council members, staff, or others in attendance.

12.All City Council members shall be referred to by their proper title and surname.

13.Speakers may not reserve or yield time to other speakers during the Public
Comment session.

14.Matters discussed at the Public Comment session may be referred to City staff
for follow-up at the discretion of the City Council.

15. The Public Comment session is intended only as a listening session by the City
Council to receive public comments on matters related to City business, and all
comments shall be taken under advisement by the Council. Members of the City
Council will not engage directly with speakers unless to clarify questions or
comments.

16.The City Council will not consider motions or take any other action during an Public
Comment session and will only ask questions if necessary to clarify a question or
comment.

17.Written comments may be provided in advance of the meeting to the City Clerk for
distribution to the City Council. Such comments shall not be read into the record,
but shall be adopted as part of the official meeting minutes.



Rules of Decorum for Public Comment sessions and Public Hearings

Persons who attend and/or participate in Public Comment sessions and Public Hearings
must not engage in conduct that interferes with or impedes the orderly conduct of the
meeting or the ability of other attendees to observe and participate as appropriate. To
that end, persons who attend and/or speak at Public Comment sessions and Public
Hearings are subject to the following rules of decorum:

1. Public Comment sessions and Public Hearings shall be conducted in a
courteous manner that recognizes the validity of differing points of view and
promotes the ideal of democratic discussion free of insults, slander, personal
attacks or threats.

2. No person shall engage in conduct that delays or interrupts the proceedings.

3. Audible demonstrations of approval or disapproval should be avoided, including
conduct that may be intimidating or threatening to others.

4. Holding, displaying, or placing banners, signs, objects, or other materials or
equipment in any way that endangers others, prevents the free flow of individuals
within the chamber, or obstructs the viewing of the meeting by others is not allowed.

5. Intimidating behaviors, threats of hostility, or actual violence are strictly prohibited.

6. All speakers shall address the City Council at and from the provided podium and
microphone, and shall not access areas of the Council Chambers or City Hall that
are reserved for staff and elected officials only.

7. Personal accusations, attacks and/or threats are not allowed.

8. No person shall use profane or obscene words or use language that threatens harm
or violence toward another person.

9. Public comments should not be redundant, repetitive, or argumentative.

10.Speakers should avoid irrelevant comments that are not under the jurisdiction of the
City and do not relate to matters of City business.

11.Use of the Public Comment session for politics or campaigning is not allowed.

12.No person shall engage in disorderly conduct that interferes with or impedes the
effective orderly conduct of any meeting by failing to comply with these rules of
decorum or otherwise disrupting or impeding the meeting, where the interference is
solely caused by the conduct of the person and not the content of the person’s
expression, including, but not limited to, the utterance of loud, threatening or abusive
language, whistling, clapping, stomping of the feet, repeatedly waiving of arms, or
other disruptive acts.



Procedures for Non-compliant Speakers/Attendees:

When a person, attendee or participant violates the above rules of procedure and
decorum, the Mayor or presiding officer is authorized to take any one or more of the
following actions:

1.

Interrupt the person speaking and re-direct the speaker to be in compliance with this
policy.

Not recognize a violating or breaching person’s, attendee’s or participant’s request
to speak, or limiting their role in comment, as applicable, until decorum is observed.

Declare the person’s, attendee’s or participant’s actions out of order.

. Temporarily recess the meeting until order is restored or seek a motion to adjourn

the Public Comment session or close the Public Hearing.

Issue the person, attendee or participant a verbal warning and/or directive or order
that the person, attendee or participant is out of order and shall follow these rules of
procedure and decorum, be silent unless recognized to speak, and/or immediately
cease such conduct.

If after issuance of a verbal warning, directive or order as provided above, the
person, attendee or participant continues to engage in prohibited conduct or
otherwise fails to comply with the Mayor’s or presiding officer’s warning, directive or
order, the Mayor or presiding officer may further direct or order the person, attendee
or participant to immediately leave the meeting.

If the person, attendee or participant so ordered, as provided above in paragraph 6
of this section, does not immediately abide by the Mayor’s or presiding officer’s order
or directive by leaving the meeting, and/or the person, attendee or participant
continues such prohibited conduct, the Mayor or presiding officer may direct any law
enforcement officer to remove the person from the meeting.

If for any reason the Mayor or presiding officer fails to take such action(s) as
provided in this section, a majority vote of the City Council may be substituted for
action by the Mayor or presiding officer to maintain order and decorum over the
Public Comment session or Public Hearing.

These rules shall be posted in the City Council Chambers, be available to the

public at every Public Comment session and Public Hearing, and be posted on

the City’s website.
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