
 

 

HERITAGE PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

CITY OF BEMIDJI 

Meeting Minutes – February 21, 2023 

 
Present: Andy Mack, Lois J. Jenkins, Chris Bell, Linda Lemmer, David Kostamo 

Absent: Joan Dryer 
Other & Staff: Michelle Miller, Rachelle Barckholtz 

 

Call to Order 

Lemmer called the meeting to order at 3:29 P.M.  

 

Approval of Agenda  

Motion by Mack, seconded by Jenkins, to approve agenda with two addition items by Jenkins. 

Motion carried.  

 
Approval of Minutes 
Motion by Lemmer, seconded by Mack to approve as written, aside from correct spelling of 
Kostamo. Motion carried. 

 
Old Business 
1909 Pumping station presentation for Council by Dreyer was tabled until March due to Dreyer 
not being present.  
 
Getting a second quote for Preserving 1909 Pumping Station. Michelle suggested presenting 
to Council first, before looking into bids/quotes. Discussion was table until March meeting. 

 
Brochure 
GIS Department is working on a map for the inside of the brochure.  One picture was labeled 
wrong, which will be corrected. Discussion on making sure all the historical places listed on the 
brochure are correct. Adding Significant Historic Places on the brochure, that are not on 
National Historic Register.  
 
FaceBook Update 
Kostamo has been working on the HPC FaceBook page, but has moved out of City Limits. He 
would like to continue working on the FaceBook page. Commission can create Ad Hoc 
committee as it deems fit, and allow Kostamo to continue working on the FaceBook page.  

 
Nymore Bridge  
Kostamo has been working on a report on the preservation of the Nymore Bridge, so an Ad 
Hoc committee will need to be created for him to continue with this project. He will reach out to 
Sam Anderson to find the report from the private consultant that was hired by the city. 
Discussion will be tabled until we receive the report.  

 
Priorities 
a. Legislation Regarding HPC Membership-survey was sent out to state HPC commissions 

about allowing residents outside city limits to sit on commission. Received about a 10% 
reply and of those replies, the ones that didn’t have issues with keeping members did not 
seem to have term limits. Since it is a state statute to have only city residents on the 



 

 

commission an amendment would have to be brought to the state legislature. Mack feels it 
would be complicated to change statute. Motion by Mack, seconded by Bell, to leave 
commission as is and not continue with discussion. Motion carried, with Kostamo 
voting against.  

 
b. Historic Plaque Inventory-Depot, Carnegie Library are the historical buildings that have 

plaques at this time. Beltrami Courthouse has large outside sign in front of building. There 
are options for acquiring plaques: agencies that give plaques, grants can be acquired to 
purchase plaques. Permission would be needed to put plaques on buildings. Motion by 
Jenkins, seconded by Mack, to communicate with Beltrami County, City of Bemidji, 
and BSU asking to place a plaque recognizing historic nature of said building. 
Motion carried. 

 
c. Data Preservation-County made a presentation at a previous meeting on how the preserve 

their historical data. Question came up if the city has software/equipment to scan data. The 
software the county uses requires payment to receive data. Michelle suggested waiting 
until she could speak to vendors at Clerk’s conference that work specifically for cities. 
Golden Valley is a good option who does data scanning. Jenkins also mentioned 
Minnetonka and Chaska as cities to look at. Motion by Jenkins, seconded by Bell to 
table discussion until April meeting. Motion carried.  

 
Additions to Agenda 
Discussion about the older sections of Bemidji and Jenkins agenda addition of Centennial 
Homes in Bemidji. Mack has maps showing oldest sections in Bemidji and in turn showing 
what areas of Bemidji could have Centennial homes. Objective/discussion was about 
calculating which homes that are still standing, where around in the 1904-time table. Speaking 
to home owners that own 100-year homes and be recognized. Jenkins suggested creating a 
program where home owners can apply to have their homes recognized as Centennial homes.  
This would open it up to all City of Bemidji.  Discussion continued until April meeting.  
 
Agenda items for March Meeting  
Pumping Station 1909, Brochure updates, draft a letter to County, City and BSU about 
plaques.  
 
May is National Preservation Month. Channel 2 and the city newsletter may be used to 
promote. Possibly have program ready for Centennial Homes by May.  

 
Next Meeting 

The next meeting will be Tuesday, March 21, 2023 at 3:30 P.M. 

 
Adjournment 
Motion by Mack, seconded by Jenkins to adjourn at 4:33 P.M.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
Rachelle Barckholtz 
Deputy City Clerk   


