
 

 

Charter Commission Meeting 
March 6, 2024 – 6:00 p.m. 

 
Members Present: Albrecht, Blashill (6:01), Dodds, Faver, Heinonen, Meuers 

Members Absent: Ravnikar, Reitmeir 

Staff Present:  City Clerk Michelle Miller, City Attorney Katie Nolting 

Vice Chair Albrecht noted a quorum and called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

Public Comment Period 
No appearance. 

Business Items 
Section 2.08 – Investigation of City Affairs.   
Nolting inquired of the Charter Commission if they would like to provide clarification in that paragraph 
regarding how the council can do an investigation into city affairs.  Upon discussion, commission 
members requested that the city attorney provide proposed language modifying Section 2.08 of the 
City Charter to allow a neutral third-party investigator to conduct investigations on behalf of the city 
council including subpoena power. This could help the council meet investigation needs while avoiding 
direct involvement in the process. 
 
Section 2.09 – Interferences with Administration 
Members discussed how to enforce a violation of the charter.  Members discussed current knowledge 
of enforcing the charter through District Court. The charter for St. Louis Park was discussed but no 
clear language was found in their charter regarding enforcement. Members were encouraged to 
research item and bring back to charter commission.  
 
Section 3.03 and 3.06 
Proposed amendments to Section 3.03 (President Pro-Tem) was presented to replace the word 
“president” with “mayor”.   
 
Proposed amendment to Section 3.06 (Procedure on Ordinances) was presented to read as follows:  
 

Every proposed ordinance shall be presented in writing with copies given to the mayor and 
each councilperson.  No ordinance shall contain more than one subject, which shall be clearly 
expressed in its title. The enacting clause shall be, "The City of Bemidji ordains."  Every 
proposed ordinance, other than emergency ordinances, shall have three public readings by 
title only.  Following its second first reading a summary of the proposed ordinance shall be 
published in the official newspaper.  Any proposed ordinance may be amended at the first or 
second reading thereof by the same vote as required to pass the ordinance, and at the third 
reading, before the final vote thereon, by the unanimous vote of the council.  No ordinance 
except an emergency ordinance shall be adopted at the meeting at which it is introduced and 
at least three weeks shall elapse between its introduction and final passage.  Every ordinance 
shall remain on file in the office of the clerk from the time it is introduced. 

 
Motion by Heinonen, seconded by Blashill approving the changes to Section 3.03 and 3.06 as 
presented.  Motion carried.  
 
Section 6.02 – Powers and Duties of the City Manager.  Proposed amendment to Section 6.02 was 
presented to Subd. 8 to read as follows:  

Subd. 8.  With the approval of the council, the manager may designate a properly qualified 
person or persons to perform the duties of the manager during his/her absence or disability or 
while the office is vacant. 

 



 
 

 

Proposed addition to Section 6.02 by adding Subd. 9 was presented to read as follows:  
 

Subd. 9.  If the manager cannot or will not designate a properly qualified person or persons to 
perform the duties of the manager during his/her absence or disability or while the office is 
vacant, the council may designate a properly qualified person or persons to perform said duties 
of the manager during his/her absence or disability or while the office is vacant. 

 
Motion by Heinonen, seconded by Faver approving the changes to Section 6.02 as presented.  
Motion carried.  
 
Section 12.12 – Damage Suits. 
Nolting will draft proposed language for consideration at the next charter commission meeting. 
 
Section 3.13 – Code Conduct. 
Proposed language was presented to be added as follows: 
 

“Section 3.13 CODE OF CONDUCT.  The council shall adopt a code of conduct, which may 
be amended from time to time.”   

 
Motion by Faver, seconded by Heinonen approving the addition of Section 3.13 as presented.  
Motion carried.  
 
Section 3.06 – Procedure on Ordinances. 
Jamin Carlson, Planning Director, explained how the current ordinance structure is affecting rezones 
and meeting the Minnesota 60 Day Rule, which is a state law that requires cities to approve or deny a 
written request relating to zoning within 60 days, or it is deemed approved. The purpose of the rule is 
to keep governmental agencies from taking too long in deciding land use issues.  
 
Members discussed various scenarios to adjust the ordinance process as it relates to planning 
ordinance changes to meet the 60-day rule.  Members requested that Nolting research and bring back 
options for modifying the city's planning and zoning ordinance processes to help ensure decisions can 
be made within the 60-day statutory timeline for applicants; including options for the planning board to 
act as the city council on first readings as well as reducing the publication period. 
 
Campaign Finance Law 
Tabled until next meeting. 

Commissioner Reports 
No reports. 

Next Meeting and Topics 
The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, May 8, 2024 at 6:00 p.m. in City Hall. The following 
topics were identified as Chapters 2.08, 2.09, 3.06, 12.12 and Campaign Finance Laws. 

Adjourn 
With no further business, a motion by Heinonen, seconded by Meuers, to adjourn.  Motion carried 
unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 7:46 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Michelle R. Miller 
City Clerk/Secretary 


