
AGENDA 
 

CITY OF BEMIDJI 
SUSTAINABILITY COMMISSION 

Wednesday, May 3, 2023 
4:00 p.m. 

 

CITY HALL  
 317 4TH Street NW 

 
 

I. CALL MEETING TO ORDER  
 

II. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 

III. BUSINESS: 
 

1. Open Discussion with Sam Anderson, PW Director/City Engineer 
2. Justice 40 Breakdown 
3. Energy Audit Update 

 
IV. ADJOURN 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

THIS MEETING IS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 



Justice 40 Initiatives- Grant Opportunities (possible future funding opportunities for Bemidji) 

Comprehensive list of all Justice 40 Funding opportunities- 

https://ajustclimate.org/justice40_funding.html  

 

Rural Community Economic Development Program (U.S. Department of Health and 

Human Services) 

 

Funding type: Competitive discretionary grants 

Funding amount: Subject to yearly appropriations 

Eligible recipients: Multistate, regional, private, nonprofit 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organizations 

that can provide training and technical assistance to small, low-income, rural, and Tribal 

communities concerning their community facility needs 

Eligible uses: Increasing access to safe water and waste disposal services in low-income 

communities; managing safe water systems in rural and Tribal communities; preserving 

affordable community water and wastewater facilities; ensuring the safety and security of water 

systems; improving local capacity and leadership to support water systems and services; and 

training operators who manage water and wastewater systems 

Program administrator: Administration for Children and Families 

Program description: The program funds regional and Tribal organizations that manage safe 

water systems in rural communities and provide training and technical assistance to very small, 

low-income, abd rural communities in developing and managing affordable and safe water and 

wastewater treatment facilities. 

Next program milestone: TBD 

Application link: N/A 

Direct pollution reductions: No 

Provides technical assistance/capacity building: No 

 

Federal Real Property Assistance Program (U.S. Department of Health and Human 

Services) 

 

Funding type: Public benefit conveyance program 

Funding amount: Subject to yearly appropriations 

Eligible recipients: States, local units of government, and 501(c)(3) tax-exempt nonprofit 

organizations 

Eligible uses: Approved uses include homeless shelters, transitional housing, permanent housing 

with and without supportive services, hospitals, clinics, research facilities, water systems, etc. 

Program administrator: Assistant Secretary for Administration 

Program description: This is a public benefit conveyance program whereby certain federal 

surplus real property may be transferred to eligible organizations for public health and homeless 

assistance purposes, at a discount or no cost. 

Next program milestone: TBD 

Application link: N/A 

Direct pollution reductions: No 

Provides technical assistance/capacity building: No 

 

 

https://ajustclimate.org/justice40_funding.html


 

 

Environmental Justice Collaborative Problem-Solving Cooperative Agreement (U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency) 

 

Funding type: Grants 

Funding amount: Subject to yearly appropriations 

Eligible recipients: Nonprofits; U.S. territories; Tribal governments and organizations; and freely 

associated states 

Eligible uses: Financial assistance to eligible organizations working on or planning to work on 

projects to address local environmental and/or public health issues in their communities 

Program administrator: Office of Environmental Justice 

Program description: The program assists recipients in building collaborative partnerships with 

other stakeholders, such as local businesses and industry, local government, medical service 

providers, academia, and others, to develop solutions that will significantly address 

environmental and/or public health issue(s) at the local level. 

Next program milestone: TBD 

Application link: N/A 

Direct pollution reductions: No 

Provides technical assistance/capacity building: No 

 

Recycling Education and Outreach Grant Program (U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency) 

 

Funding type: Cooperative agreements and/or grants 

Funding amount: $75,000,000 

Eligible recipients: States; units of local government; federally recognized Tribal governments; 

Native Hawaiian organizations; the Department of Hawaiian Homelands; the Office of Hawaiian 

Affairs; nonprofit organizations; and public-private partnerships 

Eligible uses: Projects to improve material recycling, recovery, management, and reduction and 

the effectiveness of residential and community recycling programs through public education and 

outreach. Funded projects should inform the public about residential or community recycling 

programs, provide information about the recycled materials that are accepted, and increase 

collection rates and decrease contamination. 

Program administrator: Office of Resource Conservation and Recovery 

Program description: The program transforms public education and outreach regarding how to 

reduce, reuse, and recycle correctly. 

Next program milestone: Stakeholder outreach and engagement to inform the development of the 

grant program were estimated to begin in the second quarter of 2022; the estimated funding 

opportunity availability was in the fourth quarter of 2022. 

Application link: N/A 

Direct pollution reductions: Yes 

Provides technical assistance/capacity building: No 

 

 

 



 

 

Environmental Education (U.S. Environmental Protection Agency) 

 

Funding type: Grants 

Funding amount: Subject to yearly appropriations 

Eligible recipients: Local education agencies; state education or environmental agencies; 

colleges or universities; nonprofit organizations; noncommercial educational broadcasting 

entities; and Tribal education agencies 

Eligible uses: Promoting environmental awareness and stewardship and help provide people with 

the skills to take responsible actions to protect the environment. The program provides financial 

support for projects that design, demonstrate, and/or disseminate environmental education 

practices, methods, or techniques. 

Program administrator: Office of Environmental Education 

Program description: The program conducts environmental education programming to improve 

the public's understanding and knowledge of the natural and built environment, enabling people 

to effectively solve environmental problems. The program manages the National Environmental 

Education Act Federal Advisory Committee and hosts educational events, engages stakeholders 

through training programs, creates expanded access to quality environmental education, and 

offers regional grants. 

Next program milestone: Coming soon 

Application link: N/A 

Direct pollution reductions: No 

Provides technical assistance/capacity building: Yes 
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