
PLANNING BOARD PROCEEDINGS
BEMIDJI, MINNESOTA

Regular Meeting - January 8,2024

Pursuantto due call and notice, a regular meeting of the Planning Board of the City of Bemidji, Beltrami
County, Minnesota, was held on Monday, January 8, 2024, at 5:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of
City Hall, Mayor Prince presiding.

Upon roll call, the following board members were declared present: Prince Fiskevold Goul Johnson,
Rivera, Eaton, Thayer.
Board members absent: Peterson

Staff Present:

AMENDM

e
Planning Director Jamin Carlson, Assistant Planner Melissa Fahrenbruch,
Compliance lnspector & Site Analyst David Wielenberg, Administrative Assistant
Ainslee Krause, City Attomey Katie Nolting, City Manager Richard Spiczka, Public
Works Director Sam Anderson (via WebEx).

TO AGENOA
Mayor Prince called for any amendments to the agenda.
Motion by Johnson, seconded by Thayer, to approve the agenda. Motion canied by unanimous voice
vote.

CITIZENS WITH BUSIN S NOT ON AGENDA: No appearance

NEW BUSINESS

Discuss Process
Zoning Map Changes:
Carlson addressed the charter's three-reading process for a code change and Minnesota State
Statute's 60-day rule and the potential for these processes to conflict with each other.
Nolting addressed that the 60-day rule applies only to an application for a zoning code change and
does not apply to a city-initiated zoning code change. Nolting identified that the board can enact an
extension of an additional sixty days for applications.
Board members made the following comments:

. Staff addressed that any zoning text or map change would go before the City Planning
Commission and would then go before City Council for final approval.

. Rivera and Nolting discussed the process of the Charter Commission amending the charte/s
three-reading process.

o Nolting addressed that the board could make a motion to recommend the council consider
voting to change the three-reading requirement or could request that the charter commission
add this to their agenda to consider amending the process. Nolting addressed that the charter
commission could choose to amend the reading process for all readings or specifically for
zoning code changes.

. Prince and Nolting discussed staffs concern over the potential for the three-reading process

to conflict with the 60{ay rule.

Motion by Rivera, second by Fiskevold Gould, to set a work session on different elements discussed
and that the council request that the charter commission add to their next agenda to discuss the
reading process and consider changing the process to streamline making an amendment.

Amended motion by Rivera, second by Fiskevold Gould, to schedule a work session at the eadiest
convenience to discuss processes and streamline procedures for the planning board. Motion carried
by the following roll call vote: Ayes: Rivera, Thayer, Eaton, Prince, Fiskevold Gould, Johnson.

Motion by Rivera, second by Thayer, to support asking the charter commission to discuss at their
upcoming meeting the process of streamlining the reading process for our planning board.



Planning Board Proceedings - January 8, 2024 Page 2 of 3

Board members had additional comments:
. Eaton expressed support for scheduling the work session and addressed that the charter

commission and board could work parallel to each other.
. Fiskevold-Gould expressed support for starting the process.

Motion carried by the following roll call vote: Ayes: Johnson, Rivera, Thayer, Eaton, Prince, Fiskevold
Gould.

Packets:
Board members made the following comments:

o Members discussed electronic versus paper packets and meeting information availability on
the website.

. Krause identified that planning board meetings will be broadcasted and noted that board
members could let staff know if they would prefer paper or electronic packets.

Discuss lnouiries Reoardinq neral Tooics or Aoenda ltems
Variances, Conditional and lnterim Use Permits and Contact Planning Staff:
Carlson and Nolting addressed different types of planning case requests and the board's role.
Board members made the following comments:

. Prince addressed the importance of staying on public property when visiting sites.

. Spiczka addressed board members contacting staff and requested to be looped in on replies
from staff.

. Carlson requested board members contact staff with questions prior to meetings. Carlson
requested that board membeG contact Dave Wielenberg, planning compliance inspector,
directly regarding ordinance violations.

Discuss M no Process
Carlson addressed agenda items.
Spiczka noted that if staff wishes to, they could put escrow retums in the packet as an FYI that they
are being retumed.
Nolting addressed that the board has no authority to spend funds.
Carlson noted the presentation at the meetings and requested if the board would like a power point.

Board members made the following comments:
. Rivera expressed support to continue including a power point. Members concurred.
. Nolting inquired if the board would like to have a public comment period.
o Fiskevold-Gould expressed support for having a public comment period for items on the

agenda.
. Thayer expressed support for a public comment period.
. Rivera expressed support for a public comment period and a consistent process.
. Johnson expressed support for a public comment period for items not on the agenda.
o Eaton expressed support for a public comment period.
. Prince expressed support for a public comment period for items not on the agenda.
. Members reached consensus to keep the public comment for items not on the agenda.
. Prince inquired if the board would like to use their same council process for giving board

members the opportunity to ask questions. Members concurred.

Consider Adoption of Board Bvlaws
Carlson addressed that the board could adopt bylaws and noted the proposed bylaws in the packet.

Board members made the following comments:
o Eaton expressed support for proposed bylaws.
. Rivera expressed support for electing a chair and vice chair.
. Rivera requested that the chair's duty of drawing up the agenda be removed.
. Johnson suggested that the board refrain from adopting bylaws since the council is already

doing what is in the proposed bylaws.
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Discuss Director's Reoort and Site Ana st & Com ance Enforcement ReDortD

Carlson addressed Directo/s and Site Analyst Reports and inquired if the Board would like staff to
continue compiling and presenting these reports.
The following board members expressed support for staff continuing to present these reports:

. Fiskevold-Gould

. Thayer

. Johnson

. Rivera
o Eaton
. Prince

Board members made the following comments:
. lt was noted that the recommendations for the city planning commission would go before the

City Council at their next meeting.

UPCOMING PLANNING BOARD MEETINGS
Monday, Februarl2 5:30 p.m. Planning Board Meeting

ADJOURN
There being no further business, motion by Rivera, seconded by Fiskevold Gould, to adjoum the
meeting. Motion canied. Meeting adjourned at 6:46 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Ainslee Krause
Planning & Building Administrative Assistant

PB Minutes approved and attested by:
nning B rd Representati

. Thayer expressed support for having bylaws and for staff to continue to put together the
agenda with possible input from the chair.

. Fiskevold-Gould expressed support for rotating the chair and vice chair annually and support
for staff setting the agenda.

. Prince addressed reviewing the adherence to Robert's Rules currently proposed in the bylaws.

. Prince requested bylaws be presented and voted on at the ne)d meeting. Nolting addressed
that alternative language could be added as an additional option.

. Members discussed electing chair and vice chair.

. Rivera requested electing officers by ward.

. Fiskevold-Gould suggested adding officers.

. Prince requested the bylaws be presented with multiple options for officer elections.

. Members discussed and concuned that the officer elections and bylaws should be postponed
to the next board meeting.

Motion by Rivera, second by Johnson, to table the election of officers and adoption of bylaws to the
next board meeting. Motion canied by the following roll call vote: Ayes: Johnson, Rivera, Thayer,
Eaton, Prince, Fiskevold Gould.


