
Further information regarding this meeting can be found at:  
www.ci.bemidji.mn.us/government/planningboardmeetinginformation 

BEMIDJI CITY COUNCIL  
REGULAR PLANNING BOARD 

MEETING AGENDA 
Monday, February 12, 2024 

Council Chambers 
City Hall – 317 4th Street NW  
5:30 P.M. 

ROLL CALL 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MINUTES 
Planning Board Meeting: January 8, 2024 

CITIZENS WITH BUSINESS BEFORE THIS BOARD – NOT ON AGENDA 
Public Comment – Please give your name, address, and state your concern/comment.  Visitors may share their 
concerns with the Planning Board on any issue which is not already on the agenda.  Each person will have 3 
minutes to speak.  The Chair reserves the right to limit an individual’s presentation if it becomes redundant, 
repetitive, irrelevant, or overly argumentative.  The Chair may also limit the number of individual presentations on 
any issue to accommodate the scheduled agenda items.  COMMENTS WILL BE TAKEN UNDER ADVISEMENT 
BY THE PLANNING BOARD.  

OLD BUSINESS 

1) Consider Bylaws 
2) Consider Election of Officers 

NEW BUSINESS 

3) Discussion on Electronic Media  

STAFF REPORTS 

4) Director’s Report 

5) Site Analyst and Enforcement Report 

UPCOMING BOARD MEETINGS 
• Monday, March 11th 5:30 p.m.  Planning Board Meeting 

 

ADJOURN 
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PLANNING BOARD PROCEEDINGS 
BEMIDJI, MINNESOTA 

Regular Meeting – January 8, 2024 
 
Pursuant to due call and notice, a regular meeting of the Planning Board of the City of Bemidji, Beltrami 
County, Minnesota, was held on Monday, January 8, 2024, at 5:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of 
City Hall, Mayor Prince presiding. 
 
Upon roll call, the following board members were declared present: Prince, Johnson, Rivera, Eaton, 
Thayer. 
Board members absent: Peterson. 
Staff Present: Planning Director Jamin Carlson, Assistant Planner Melissa Fahrenbruch, 

Compliance Inspector & Site Analyst David Wielenberg, Administrative Assistant 
Ainslee Krause, City Attorney Katie Nolting, City Manager Richard Spiczka, Public 
Works Director Sam Anderson (via WebEx). 

AMENDMENTS TO AGENDA 
Mayor Prince called for any amendments to the agenda.  
 
Motion by Johnson, seconded by Thayer, to approve the agenda. Motion carried by unanimous voice 
vote. 
 
CITIZENS WITH BUSINESS NOT ON AGENDA: No appearance. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Discuss Process 
Zoning Map Changes: 
Carlson addressed the charter’s three-reading process for a code change and Minnesota State 
Statute’s 60-day rule and the potential for these processes to conflict with each other. 
Nolting addressed that the 60-day rule applies only to an application for a zoning code change and 
does not apply to a city-initiated zoning code change. Nolting identified that the board can enact an 
extension of an additional sixty days for applications. 
Board members made the following comments: 

• Staff addressed that any zoning text or map change would go before the City Planning 
Commission and would then go before City Council for final approval. 

• Rivera and Nolting discussed the process of the Charter Commission amending the charter’s 
three-reading process. 

• Nolting addressed that the board could make a motion to recommend the council consider 
voting to change the three-reading requirement or could request that the charter commission 
add this to their agenda to consider amending the process. Nolting addressed that the charter 
commission could choose to amend the reading process for all readings or specifically for 
zoning code changes. 

• Prince and Nolting discussed staff’s concern over the potential for the three-reading process 
to conflict with the 60-day rule. 

 
Motion by Rivera, second by Fiskevold-Gould, to set a work session on different elements discussed 
and that the council request that the charter commission add to their next agenda to discuss the 
reading process and consider changing the process to streamline making an amendment. 
 
Amended motion by Rivera, second by Fiskevold-Gould, to schedule a work session at the earliest 
convenience to discuss processes and streamline procedures for the planning board. Motion carried 
by the following roll call vote: Ayes: Rivera, Thayer, Eaton, Prince, Fiskevold-Gould, Johnson. 
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Motion by Rivera, second by Thayer, to support asking the charter commission to discuss at their 
upcoming meeting the process of streamlining the reading process for our planning board. 
Board members had additional comments: 

• Eaton expressed support for scheduling the work session and addressed that the charter 
commission and board could work parallel to each other. 

• Fiskevold-Gould expressed support for starting the process. 
Motion carried by the following roll call vote: Ayes: Johnson, Rivera, Thayer, Eaton, Prince, Fiskevold-
Gould. 
 
Packets: 
Board members made the following comments: 

• Members discussed electronic versus paper packets and meeting information availability on 
the website. 

• Krause identified that planning board meetings will be broadcasted and noted that board 
members could let staff know if they would prefer paper or electronic packets. 

 
Discuss Inquiries Regarding General Topics or Agenda Items 
Variances, Conditional and Interim Use Permits and Contact Planning Staff: 
Carlson and Nolting addressed different types of planning case requests and the board’s role. 
Board members made the following comments: 

• Prince addressed the importance of staying on public property when visiting sites. 

• Spiczka addressed board members contacting staff and requested to be looped in on replies 
from staff. 

• Carlson requested board members contact staff with questions prior to meetings. Carlson 
requested that board members contact Dave Wielenberg, planning compliance inspector, 
directly regarding ordinance violations. 

 
Discuss Meeting Process 
Carlson addressed agenda items. 
Spiczka noted that if staff wishes to, they could put escrow returns in the packet as an FYI that they 
are being returned. 
Nolting addressed that the board has no authority to spend funds. 
Carlson noted the presentation at the meetings and requested if the board would like a power point. 
Board members made the following comments: 

• Rivera expressed support to continue including a power point. Members concurred. 

• Nolting inquired if the board would like to have a public comment period. 

• Fiskevold-Gould expressed support for having a public comment period for items on the 
agenda. 

• Thayer expressed support for a public comment period. 

• Rivera expressed support for a public comment period and a consistent process. 

• Johnson expressed support for a public comment period for items not on the agenda.  

• Eaton expressed support for a public comment period. 

• Prince expressed support for a public comment period for items not on the agenda. 

• Members reached consensus to keep the public comment for items not on the agenda. 

• Prince inquired if the board would like to use their same council process for giving board 
members the opportunity to ask questions. Members concurred. 

 

Consider Adoption of Board Bylaws 

Carlson addressed that the board could adopt bylaws and noted the proposed bylaws in the packet. 
Board members made the following comments: 

• Eaton expressed support for proposed bylaws. 

• Rivera expressed support for electing a chair and vice chair. 

• Rivera requested that the chair’s duty of drawing up the agenda be removed. 
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• Johnson suggested that the board refrain from adopting bylaws since the council is already 
doing what is in the proposed bylaws. 

• Thayer expressed support for having bylaws and for staff to continue to put together the 
agenda with possible input from the chair. 

• Fiskevold-Gould expressed support for rotating the chair and vice chair annually and support 
for staff setting the agenda. 

• Prince addressed reviewing the adherence to Robert’s Rules currently proposed in the bylaws. 

• Prince requested bylaws be presented and voted on at the next meeting. Nolting addressed 
that alternative language could be added as an additional option. 

• Members discussed electing chair and vice chair. 

• Rivera requested electing officers by ward. 

• Fiskevold-Gould suggested adding officers. 

• Prince requested the bylaws be presented with multiple options for officer elections. 

• Members discussed and concurred that the officer elections and bylaws should be postponed 
to the next board meeting. 

Motion by Rivera, second by Johnson, to table the election of officers and adoption of bylaws to the 
next board meeting. Motion carried by the following roll call vote: Ayes: Johnson, Rivera, Thayer, 
Eaton, Prince, Fiskevold-Gould. 
 
Discuss Director’s Report and Site Analyst & Compliance Enforcement Report 

Carlson addressed Director’s and Site Analyst Reports and inquired if the Board would like staff to 

continue compiling and presenting these reports. 
The following board members expressed support for staff continuing to present these reports:  

• Fiskevold-Gould, 

• Thayer 

• Johnson 

• Rivera 

• Eaton 

• Prince 
 
Board members made the following comments: 

• Rivera requested when the recommendations for the city planning commission would be 
presented to City Council. 

• Prince noted that the recommendations would go before the City Council at their next meeting. 
 
UPCOMING PLANNING BOARD MEETINGS 

• Monday, February 12 5:30 p.m. Planning Board Meeting 
 

ADJOURN 
There being no further business, motion by Rivera, seconded by Fiskevold-Gould, to adjourn the 
meeting.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 6:46 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted, 
 

 

Ainslee Krause 
Planning & Building Administrative Assistant 
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PLANNING COMMISSION 
BEMIDJI, MINNESOTA 

Regular Meeting – January 25, 2024 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  Chair Don Heinonen called the regular meeting of the City of Bemidji Planning 
Commission to order at 5:30 p.m. Roll call was taken, and the pledge of allegiance was recited. 
 
Members present: Faver, Heinonen, Lemmer, McCoy, Peterson, Waldhausen. 
Members absent: Meehlhause. 
 
Staff Present: Planning Director Jamin Carlson, Assistant Planner Melissa Fahrenbruch, Compliance 
Inspector & Site Analyst David Wielenberg, Administrative Assistant Ainslee Krause, City Attorney 
Katie Nolting. 

INTRODUCTIONS 

AMENDMENTS TO AGENDA 
Chair Heinonen called for any amendments to the agenda.  
Motion by Lemmer, seconded by Waldhausen, to approve the agenda. Motion carried by unanimous 
voice vote. 

NEW BUSINESS 
Consider Election of Officers 

• Nomination by Lemmer, second by Faver, to appoint Don Heinonen as Chair. Motion carried. 

• Nomination by Waldhausen, second by Lemmer, to appoint Tim Faver as Vice Chair. Motion 

carried. 

• New officers will be seated at the February 2024 meeting. 

 
Consider Planning Commission By-laws 
Commission members had the following discussion: 

• Members and staff discussed meeting rules of order and attendance requirements. 

• Heinonen addressed that the bylaws with alternative meeting rules of order proposed by staff 
would be brought back before the Commission at their next meeting for final approval. 

 
Discuss Planning & Zoning PowerPoint Training & Planning Handbook 
Carlson referenced the Planning & Zoning PowerPoint Training and the Planning Handbook. 
Members had no questions or concerns. 
 
Discuss Priorities for Zoning Code and Comprehensive Plan Updates 
Carlson presented the request from City Council for the Planning Commission to consider taking on 
the Zoning Code and Comprehensive Plan Updates. 
 
Commission members had the following discussion: 

• Members concurred that the Zoning Code update should take priority over the Comprehensive 
Plan update. 

• Heinonen noted concern over the timeline of the charter’s three-reading process conflicting with 
the 60-day rule’s timeline. 

• Heinonen addressed that the Charter Commission would be reviewing the three-reading 
process and the 60-day rule at their next meeting on Wednesday, March 6, 2024, at 6:00 pm. 

• Carlson identified that staff’s recommendation would be to update the Zoning Code first. 

• Members concurred that the Planning Commission is willing to take on the update for both the 
Zoning Code and Comprehensive Plan, with the Zoning Code update to take priority. 

• Faver inquired if the Charter has the ability to do something different than the statute since they 
are a home-rule charter city and not a statutory city. Nolting addressed that staff would 
research. 
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PLANNING & ZONING INFORMATION 
Carlson presented reference information for the planning case process. 
Commission members had the following discussion: 

• Lemmer inquired about city email addresses for Planning Commission members. 

• Nolting addressed that city staff is working on it and will report back. 
 
UPCOMING COMMISSION MEETING 

• Thursday, February 22 5:30 p.m. Planning Commission Meeting 

ADJOURN 
There being no further business, motion by Lemmer, seconded by Peterson, to adjourn the meeting.  
Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 6:08 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted, 
 

 

 

Ainslee Krause 
Planning & Building Administrative Assistant 
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THE CITY OF BEMIDJI PLANNING AND ZONING BOARD 

Bylaws of the Planning Board 

I. Article I. — Name 

The name of the organization shall be the City of Bemidji Planning and Zoning 

Board (Board). 

II. Article Il. — Purpose 

The purpose of the Board is to ensure the vitality and sustainability of the City of 

Bemidji’s (City) unique and cherished Northwoods character while promoting the 

use of equitable and economic planning and development of the growing city. 

III. Article Ill. — Membership 

The membership of the Board shall consist of the elected officials of the City of 

Bemidji City Council. 

IV. Article IV. — Officers 

Section 1. — The office of this Board shall be the Chairperson and Vice-

Chairperson. 

Section 2. — The Chair and Vice Chair shall be elected annually by the Board at 

their Annual Meeting, which shall occur at the regularly scheduled 

January meeting.  

 The officers shall not be the individual board members but shall be the 

designated elected position.  In the event an officer is no longer a 

member of the Board, the officer position shall be filled by the 

individual who fills the elected position.  When the Chair’s position is 

vacant, the Vice Chair shall assume the duties of the Chair until the 

Chair’s elected position is filled.  When the Vice Chair’s position is 

vacant, the Board may elect an interim Vice Chair to assume the duties 

of Vice Chair until the Vice Chair’s elected position is filled.   

Section 3. – (a)The Chair position shall rotate annually by the Board from among 

the members. The chair shall serve as the presiding officer at the Board 

meetings and shall execute documents on behalf of the Board. The vice 

chair shall perform the duties of the chair in the chair's absence. An 

alternate member shall not perform the duties of the chair. 

Commented [KN1]: If option "b" is chosen in section 3, 

then these words would be eliminated. 
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 (b) Upon appointment by the Board to the Vice Chair position, the 

following year the Vice Chair shall succeed to serve as Chair of the 

Board for one (1) year.    

Section 4. — Officers of the Board shall be elected by a simple majority vote of 

those present and voting. 

Section 5. – Duties 

a) The Chairperson shall have the following duties: 

(1) Call all regular and special meetings; 

(2) Preside at all meetings; 

(3) Appoint all committees; 

(4) Participate and vote in all matters before the Board as if 

a regular member. 

b) The Vice-Chairperson shall have the following duties: 

(1) Assist the Chairperson; 

(2) Assume the duties of the Chairperson in the absence of 

the Chairperson. 

 

V. Article V. — Meetings 

Section 1. — The Board shall meet at least monthly at such times and at such places 

as the Board shall designate by Resolution. 

Section 2. — Special meetings may be called by the Chairperson, or upon the written 

request of two (2) members of the Board, who shall notify the 

Chairperson of such request. The Chairperson shall call the meeting 

and notify all members at least seven (7) days prior to the meeting. 

Notice shall also be given to the Clerk of the City of Bemidji. 

Section 3. — The Board may, at any meeting, set the date of future meetings. 

Section 4. — The Board and any committees of the Board shall conduct all meetings 

in accordance with the "Minnesota Open Meeting Law". 

Section 5. —A majority of all members shall constitute a quorum.   

VI. Article VI. — Committees 

Section 1 – There shall be no standing committees. 
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Section 2 - The Board may create such ad-hoc committees as it deems necessary to 

assist the Board in the conduct of its business. 

VII. Article VII. – Voting 

Section 1. — Each member shall have one (1) vote. 

Section 2. — All motions shall require a simple majority vote of those members 

present to pass, unless otherwise required by law, ordinance, 

resolution, or these bylaws. 

VIII. Article VIII. — Parliamentary Authority 

The Board shall determine its own rules and order of business, so long as the rules 

are not in conflict with any Federal State or local laws, the Bemidji City Charter, or 

these bylaws as adopted. 

IX. Article IX. — Amendments of Bylaws 

These bylaws may be amended at any meeting of the Board by a 3/4 vote of all of 

the members of the Board. 

Adopted this_______ day of _____________, 2024 by the following duly appointed City 

of Bemidji Planning and Zoning Board members: 

 

 

 

__________________________________ _________________________________ 

(Board Name), Chair    (Board Name), Vice Chair 

__________________________________ _________________________________ 

(Board Name), Board Member   (Board Name), Board Member 

__________________________________ _________________________________ 

(Board Name), Board Member   (Board Name), Board Member 

__________________________________  

(Board Name), Board Member    
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CITY OF BEMIDJI PLANNING BOARD Issue February 2024  
 

  

 

 

 

 

City of Bemidji 
Planning Board 

Submitted by Jamin 
Carlson, Planning 

Director 

                    

 
 
                                                  City of Bemidji  

 

                       317 4th St NW 
 Bemidji, MN  56601 

              (218) 759-3582 

 

 

  

    

Planning & Zoning News 

The City of Bemidji would like to welcome its new planning commission members (both from the previous 

commission and new members) to the planning commission. The commission had their first meeting on January 

25th, 2024, and officers were seated.  

Planning staff have been diligently converting/updating documents over to the city as part of the dissolution 

process.  

There has been a great deal of inquiries about potential projects that are often very time-consuming.  

 

 

Activity Items Year-to-Date Totals 
Planning Cases (Variances, CUPs, IUPs, Rezones, PUDs, & Plats) 2 

Sign Permits 5 

Lot Combinations/Realignments/Divisions Permits 0 

Environmental Alteration Permits (Tree/Shoreland) 2 

Temporary Storage Containers/Semi-Trailer Permits 1 

Animals Permits/Home Occupation Permits/ Fence Permits 0 

Septic Permits 0 

Site Plans Reviews/ Zoning Verification Letters 9 

Short-Term Rentals Renewals  6 

TOTAL ACTIVITY 25 

Splash Xpress carwash under construction looking south towards Paul Bunyan Dr. 

* As of February 7, 2024 
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Development Escrows to Be Returned at the Next Council Meeting 

• For Community Support Systems, Inc., Hope House Septic System, parcel 80.06474.00 - $500 

• For Paul Bunyan Property Management, LLC Environmental Alteration Permit, parcel 80.00037.00 - $500 
 

Planning Cases for February/March  

City of Bemidji – SUP-2024-0001 & V-2024-0001: - John Odom representing AMP Bemidji LLC is requesting a 

Conditional Use Permit (CUP) for a Drive Through Restaurant and to remove more than 60% of the high-quality 

significant trees from the parcel. Additionally, the applicant is requesting two (2) variances for lot size less than 

three (3) acres and the site population to exceed the site acreage maximum in the Airport Zone B. The subject 

property is zoned (B-2) General Commercial and is in HWY 197 and Airport Zone B overlay Districts.  The 

subject property is located at 1718 Paul Bunyan Dr NW (PIN#800301700) in the City of Bemidji.     
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UPCOMING SCHEDULE 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE 

 The Planning Board scheduled meeting for Monday, February 12th, 2024, at 5:30 p.m. will 

be held at City Hall Council Chambers. 

 The Planning Commission scheduled meeting for Thursday, February 22nd, 2024, at 5:30 

p.m. will be held at City Hall Council Chambers. 
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Planning & Zoning Department 

Site Analyst & Enforcement Activities for January 2024 

1 | P a g e  
 

Development Projects City Commercial 
 

- Ameriprise Financial (22nd St) Parking expansion 

approved. Site visit completed. Will conduct 

landscape survivability visit Spring/Summer 2024. 

- Bemidji Storage (Carr Lake Rd) Waiting for the 

Development Agreement (DA) 

- Capitol Hill Studios, Whelan (Bemidji Ave N) 

Exterior work is wrapping up. Parking lot is paved, 

and greenspace sodded. Monitoring parking lot 

fence construction. Will review landscape 

survivability Spring/Summer 2024. 

- Green Legacy Investments (Anne St) Waiting for lot 

division and paving. 

- Hanson Contracting Shop (Irvine Ave NW) 

Construction complete, small part of paving done. 

Will complete Spring 2024. Held up due to Irvine 

Ave roadwork.  

- Hirt Properties LLC (Railroad St SE) parking lot is 

now paved and striped with trees planted. Will 

follow up with landscape survivability 

Spring/Summer 2024. 

- Holiday Station (Highway 2 & Moberg) Awaiting 

site plan review. 

- North Central Door (Carr Lake Rd) Building addition 

and parking lot. JPB site plan review complete, 

construction mostly completed, landscape 

stabilization still needed. 

- Pizza Ranch (Paul Bunyan Dr) open, waiting on 

landscape survivability Spring 2024.  

- Sintec Audio (Irvine) Grass is in, parking lot is paved 

but needs striping. Will plant trees Spring 2024. 

Overdue, JPB Board extension ended 6/30/23.  

- Skips (Paul Bunyan Dr) Needs grass re-seeded and 

trees planted, did not meet 9/12/2023 deadline. 

- Splash Express (Paul Bunyan Dr) Construction is 

ongoing. 

- Starbucks South (Shevlin Ave) Awaiting site plan 

review. 

- St. Michel Furniture (Paul Bunyan Dr) Application 

approved for parking lot entrance reconstruction. 

- St. Phillips (Beltrami Ave) Completed 

- The Boardwalk (South Shore) Project is complete 

save for a trash and wood ash disposal enclosure 

and trees. 

- Veterans Home (Anne St NW) Exterior work 

appears complete, grass is in, trees planted, parking 

lot and trash enclosures complete. Will review 

landscape survivability Spring 2024.
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Development Projects City Residential 
 

- BI-CAP (Gould Ave NE) JPB site plan review done 10/19/2022. Building permit issued. Building in progress. 

- Greenstar Resources (Birchmont Dr. NE) Variance 2019-32, extended to Fall 2021. Need to check for stormwater 

mitigation Spring 2024. 

- Habitat for Humanity - Heveron (3rd St SE) JPB site plan review done 6/4/2021. No landscaping done. Owners 

have taken possession.  Needs two trees to meet ordinance requirement. 

- Habitat for Humanity - Hynes (Wilson Ave SE) JPB site plan review done 6/4/2021. Grass was seeded in Summer 

2023, tree planted Fall 2023. CLOSED 

- Habitat for Humanity (Mississippi Ave NW) JPB Site Plan Review done 5/24/2023.  

- Hensley (Irvine Ave NW) Staff will be monitoring this site for continued compliance. 

- Jasko (S Lake Irving Dr SW) JPB Site Plan Review complete. Construction of foundation slab complete. Above 

ground construction planned for 2024. 

- Karsnia (Brinkman Dr NE) JPB site plan review done 8/23/2021. House & garage built, well installed, septic 

installed, waiting on landscaping. 

- Kimble (Scott Ave SE) JPB site plan review done 6/21/2022. Building Permit issued. Construction ongoing. 

- Puddle Duck Properties (Beartooth Ave SW) JPB site plan review complete 9/19/2023. 

- Puddle Duck Properties (Shedhorn St SW JPB site plan review complete, issued 9/28/2023 

- Puddle Duck Properties (Moonlight Ln SW) JPB site plan review complete, payment pending, 

- Rebischke (Highland Dr NE) JPB site plan review done 5/31/2022. Construction complete, awaiting landscaping. 

- Teig (Whispering Ridge Dr NE) JPB site plan review done 10/24/2022. Waiting on landscape stabilization & 

survivability Summer 2024. 

- Thorson (Thorson Blvd NE) JPB site plan review done 7/20/2022. Building Permit issued, construction ongoing. 

- Tobey (Lake Ave NE) Variance 2019-29 Reopened 5/11/2021. Needs follow up. 

- Toftum (d.) (Stoner Ave SE) Stipulation Agreement Amendment, two parcels cleared and closed, one still open. 

- Weiher (Shortcut Ln SW) JPB site plan review done. 5/2/2023. Need to verify landscape survivability Summer 

2024. 

- Yezhikov (Gould Ave NE) JPB site plan review done. 5/19/2023. Waiting on landscape survivability Summer 2024. 
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Totals for January 2024 Enforcement 

Closed 2023 YTD City

January Residential 10

January Non-Residential 4

Total Closed Cases 2023 14

As  of 2/7/2024

By Ward Residential DistrictsNon-Residential DistrictsTotals

Ward 1 16 1 17

Ward 2 3 18 21

Ward 3 9 3 12

Ward 4 10 16 26

Ward 5 17 3 20

Total 55 41 96

As  of 2/7/2024

Enforcement - Total Open Cases - January 2024 

 

 

Significant Enforcement Issues 

In January, the focus was on the following enforcement issues: 

 Off-Street Parking: Multiple properties around the city have violations from vehicles regularly parking on the 

grass. None of these issues were closed. 

 Exterior Storage: There are numerous exterior storage violations around the city, in both residential and non-

residential neighborhoods. Half of the cases closed were exterior storage violations. 

 SSTS Compliance: There have been recent complaints about a septic system within the city limits, but the status 

of that system has not been determined thus far. Much time has been spent over several months working to 

establish contact with the property owner who has now stated that a compliance inspection is scheduled for this 

spring, though that has not yet been confirmed with any inspector. 

 Dynamic Signs: One dynamic sign violation was closed out, though there are many more in the city that need 

attention. Reasons for violations include night-time brightness, color usage, and animation.  

 Human Activity Clean-Up: One new homeless encampment on City property was brought to our attention in 

early January. It was posted and cleaned up within the week. There are two presently abandoned camps on 

Minnesota Department of Transportation property along Lake Irving that were discovered in late Fall 2023 that 

are still awaiting clean-up. Mn DOT’s clean-up of the mattresses and other trash that accumulated beneath the 

Highway 197 bridges was completed in late January. 

Summary of Enforcement Actions 
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Enforcement Totals by Code - January 2024

Enforcement Items by Code Open Closed

Residential R-1 through R-6

301 - Allowed, Permitted, Conditional, and Interim Uses 2 0

710 Signs Permitted in Residential Districts 0 1

801 - Sewage Treatment Standards 1 0

803 - Noncompliant Sewage Treatment Systems 1 0

804 - Nonconforming Sewage Treatment System 0 0

1002 - Exterior Storage & Outdoor Display of Merchandise 34 9

1004 - Fences 2 0

1006 - Landscaping Requirements 1 0

1009 - Off-Street Parking, Loading & Surfacing Standards 11 0

1011 - Temporary Uses or Structures 1 0

1205 - CUP Violation 1 0

1021 -  Farm Animals 1 0

Total Residential Open Cases 55 10

Commercial, Industrial, U, UR, OM, LC, LD, & MH

301 - Allowed, Permitted, Conditional, and Interim Uses 1 0

705 - Nonconforming Signs 1 0

706 - Sign Permit Required 0 1

718 - Dynamic Displays 23 1

803 - Noncompliant Sewage Treatment Systems 0 0

804 - Nonconforming Sewage Treatment System 0 0

1002 - Exterior Storage & Outdoor Display of Merchandise 7 1

1006 - Landscaping Requirements 0 0

1008 - Lighting 0 0

1009 - Off-Street Parking, Loading & Surfacing Standards 4 0

1011 - Temporary Uses or Structures 4 1

1013 - Manufactured Home Park Standards 1 0

1205 - Conditional Use or Interim Permits 0 0

Total Non- Residential Open Cases 41 4

Total Open Cases 96 14

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


