
PLANNING BOARD PROCEEDINGS
BEMIDJI, MINNESOTA

Regular Meeting - August 12,2024

Pursuantto due call and notice, a regular meeting of the Planning Board of the City of Bemidji, Belt.ami
County, Minnesota, was called to order at 5:42 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall.

Upon roll call, the following board members were declared present: Prince, Fiskevold Gould,
Peterson, Johnson, Rivera (via WebEx), Eaton, Thayer.

Staff Present: Planning Director Jamin Carlson, Assistant Planner Melissa Fahrenbruch,
Compliance lnspector & Site Analyst David Wielenberg, Administrative Assistant
Ainslee Krause

Others Present: lsabella Schaefer of The Recovery Space LLC, Troy Gilchrist of Town Law Center.

AMENDMENTS TO AGENDA
Chair Peterson called for any amendments to the agenda.
Ivtotion by Thayer, seconded by Johnson, to approve the agenda. Motion carried by unanimous roll
call vote.

MINUTES
The following minutes were presented for approval:

Planning Board Meeting: June 10,2024
Motion by Eaton, seconded by Thayer, approving minutes as presented. Motion carried by unanimous
roll call vote.

CITIZENS WITH BUSIN S NOT ON AGENDA: No appearance

NEW BUSINESS
CoNSID ER RESoLUTIoN F R INTERIM USE PERMIT REQUEST PARCEL 80. 00954 00 THFo
RECoVERY SPACE LLC
Carlson presented the planning case request: lsabella Schaefer representing The Recovery
Space, LLC is requesting an lnterim Use Permit to operate a mental health private practice
specializing in longterm and low-intensity treatment services for children, adolescents, and adults
in a leased office space in a (UR) Urban Renaissance Zoning District and Shoreland Overlay.
The subject property is located at 522 Beltrami Ave NW (PlN #80.00954.00) in the City of Bemidji.
The Planning Commission recommends approval of an lnterim Use Permit (lUP) on parcel #
800095400, with the conditions and findings of fact presented in the packet.
Carlson requested that the board include the following condition at the recommendation of legal:
"The IUP shall terminate upon a change in use, a change in the owner/operator (leaseholder),

or a change in the lease space".

Board members made the following comments regarding the request:
Eaton expressed support.
Johnson expressed support and suggested limiting hours due to the concerns expressed
at the public hearing regarding after-hours activity.
Thayer expressed support.
Prince requested clarification on police calls. Carlson addressed that staff received no
comments from the police department on the request.
Prince requested clarification on medications dispensed versus prescribed. Fahrenbruch
clarified that over-the-counter medications are dispensed; however, medications are not
prescribed by the applicant.
Rivera requested clarification on harm reduction services provided by the applicant.
Chair Peterson requested the applicant step to the podium for additional questions.
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. lsabella Schaefer, the applicant, specified the items provided for harm reduction, including
intramuscular naloxone, sterile needles, gloves, and many other items.

. Rivera requested clarification on licensing. Schaefer addressed that she is a board
approved clinical supervisor for LlDCs. Schaefer addressed that she answers to the Board
of Behavioral Health and Therapy, she is contracted as a Minnesota health care provider,
and is contracted to the Centers for Medicaid.

. Fiskevold Gould expressed support.
o Peterson addressed hearing concerns from downtown individuals about foot traffic.
o Peterson expressed support.
o Prince inquired about hours of operation.
o Schaefer clarified that group sessions are held on Mondays and Wednesdays from 5:30

to 7:30 pm for the past two years. Schaefer identified that she provides services for
individuals after hours and clarified that no services will be provided after the city curfew.

. Thayer expressed support for harm reduction services.

Motion by Eaton, seconded by Thayer, to approve Resolution 2024-16 for an lnterim Use Permit
to operate a mental health private practice specializing in long{erm and low-intensity treatment
services for children, adolescents, and adults in a leased office space on parcel 800095400, 522
Beltrami Ave NW, with the following findings of fact and conditions with the addition of the
recommended condition:

Findings of Fact:
1. Whether the proposed use adversely affec{s the public safety, health, morals,

convenience, and general welfare of the occupants of the surrounding land.
The use is not anticipated to adversely affect, nor create an unreasonable level of
disruption or interference upon the surrounding area. A behavioral health counseling
service is compatible with the current City of Bemidji land-use regulations. The planning
office has not received complaints for this business.

2. Whether the proposed use adversely affects traffic conditions and parking on
adiacont streets and land.
lncreases in traffic or other negative impacts are not anticipated. The subject parcel is in
the UR district, which has no parking requirements for commercial use and will utilize on-
street parking around the building.

3. Whether the proposed use adversely affects property in the surrounding area.
The use is not anticipated to adversely affect, nor create an unreasonable level of
disruption or interference upon the surrounding area. The subject parcel is appropriately
zoned for the proposed use with approval of an lUP.

4. Whether the proposed use is in conformance with the community's Gomprehensive
Plan or Land Use Plan.
The proposed use is consistent with the goals and policies of the City of Bemidji
Comprehensive Plan as well as the City Code through an approved CUP/IUP.

5. Whether adequate utility, drainage and other such nccessary facilities have been or
can be provided.
The property has adequate infrastructure and is served by City services.

Conditions:
l. The IUP shall terminate upon a change in use, a change in the owner/operator

(leaseholder), or a change in the lease space.
2. All existing exterior lighting for this site must meet Section 28-408 of the Ordinance.
3. All signage must meet the requirements set forth in Section 28-252 of lhe Development

Code and a sign permit must be obtained prior to installing such signage.
4. lf a change in type of behavioral health counseling services were to occur or an

intensification of services provided such as increased allowable clientele, the city shall be
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Motion carried by the following roll call vote: Ayes: Thayer, Eaton, Rivera, Johnson, Peterson,
Prince, Fiskevold Gould. Nays: None.

STAFF REPORTS
Director's Report
Carlson presented the Director's Report

Site Analvst & Enforcement Report
Wielenberg presented the Site Analyst & Enforcement Report.
Board members had the following comments:

. Members discussed.

UPCOMING BOARD MEETINGS
o Monday, September 9, 2024 5:30 p.m. Planning Board Meeting

ADJOURN
There being no further business, motion by Prince, seconded by Fiskevold Gould, to adjourn
the meeting. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 6:26 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

dr-Z-?fu=-
Ainslee Krause
Planning & Building Administrative Assistant

PB Minutes approved and attested by:
ng Board Represen
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notified. lf a change or intensification warrants review it will be brought to the Planning
Board for further action.

5. The IUP shall be reviewed for compliance one (1) time upon six (6) months of operation
by City Staff. lf Planning staff conclude there is a reason to bring it to the Planning
Board, the applicants shall participate in a review of the lUP.

6. The IUP shall expire and become void if the use it allows is not substantially started within
twelve (12) months from its date of issuance. A substantial start means more than
preliminary steps have been taken such that preparations to initiaie the use are mostly
complete. The City of Bemidji may, upon written request of the owner, grant an extension
to this deadline not to exceed an additional twelve (12) months.
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