
PLANNING BOARD PROCEEDINGS
BEMIDJI, MINNESOTA

Regular Meeting - Tuesday, November 12, 2024

Pursuant to due call and notice, a regular meeting of the Planning Board of the City of Bemldji, Beltrami
County, Minnesota, was held at 5:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall.

Upon roll call, the following board members were declared present: Prince, Fiskevold Gould,
Peterson, Johnson, Rivera, Eaton, Thayer.
Staff Present: Planning Director Jamin Carlson, Assistant Planner Melissa Fahrenbruch,
Compliance lnspector & Site Analyst David Wielenberg, Administrative Assistant Ainslee
Krause.
Others Present: Troy Gilchrist, Town Law Center PLLP.

AMENDMENTS TO AGENDA
Chair Peterson called for any amendments to the agenda. Motion by Fiskevold Gould, second by
Johnson, to approve the agenda. Motion carried by unanimous voice vote.

MINUTES
The following minutes were presented for approval; Planning Board Meeting, October 15, 2024.
Motion by Eaton, second by Prince, approving minutes as presented. Motion canied by voice vote
with an abstention ftom Rivera due to not being present at the October '15, 2024, meeting.

CONSENT AGENDA:
Cadson addressed the items on the Consent Agenda. Chair Peterson called for any amendments to
the Consent Agenda. The following Consent Agenda items were presented for approval:

Consider Refund for lnterim Use Permit - Parcel 80.00954.00 - The Recovery Space, LLC
Resolution to Revoke an lnterim Use Permit for Action Zone LLC
Resolution to Revoke a Conditional Use Permit for a Planned Unit Development (PUD)
Amendment for Sanford Health (Heart Center)

4) Resolution to Revoke a Variance for Pine Ridge Apartments
5) Resolution to Revoke an lnterim Use Permit for Clyde's Auto Sales

Thayer requested to pull item tI4 from the consent agenda for discussion. Chair Peterson clarified that
this would be new item #8 on the meeting agenda.
Motion by Fiskevold Gould, second by Eaton, approving the consent agenda as amended. Motion
canied by unanimous voice vote.

CITIZENS WITH BUSIN S NOT ON AGENDA: No appearance.

Board members made the following comments:
. Eaton inquired about having a limitation or cap on fees for business owners or homeowners

and requested revising minimum parking standards.
. Johnson addressed no additional concerns other than cleaning up the code.
. Thayer expressed support for consideration of density and reviewing parking.
. Prince requested clarification on the proposed update and inquired as to how this update could

impact the timeline of the Comprehensive Plan update. Fahrenbruch addressed that the
studies needed for the Comprehensive Plan are in process and updating the Development
Code will not affect the Comprehensive Plan's timeline. Fahrenbruch confirmed that a
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NEW BUSINESS
DISCUSSIoN oN DEVELoPMENT CODE. CHAPTER 28:
Staff discussed updating the development code due to changes in State Statutes, and complaints or
concems from the community, Planning Commission and Planning Board" Staff noted that planning
ordinances should be updated at least every other year. Staff requested input from board members
on specific areas of the development code that the board would like to see reviewed and updated.



consultant will be utilized for the Comprehensive Plan and the Planning Commission will be
engaged to assist in the Development Code review process.
Prince expressed concems heard from the public regarding signage, the requirements in the
industrial park, and enforcement issues, specifically following up and not lefting issues or
projects hang out there forever, and hot button issues.
Fiskevold Gould requested a memo to address what kind of feedback staff is looking for on
the discussion topic. Fiskevold Gould requested clarification on state statutes that the
development code conflicts with.
Peterson addressed the tree ordinance, signage, impervious versus pervious surface, parking,
and follow-up on enforcement.
Thayer addressed encampments of the unhoused and associated costs. Thayer addressed
signage, industrial park, parking, enforcement, walkability of the city, accessibility, calendar
parking and parking enforcement or lack thereof.
Carlson addressed that board members could email staff with any additional feedback.

RESoLUTIoN TO REVOKE A VAR CE FOR PINE RIDGE APARTMENTS:

Board members made the following comments:
. Thayer inquired about the 20'19 variance. Carlson addressed that the previous owner wanted

to add vestibules on buildings to make them more energy efficient and more safe for the
tenants. Carlson addressed that the applicant didn't want to put gates on dumpsters and
decided not to follow through with the variances.

. Carlson addressed that planning cases cannot be voided administratively and that a board
action needs a board action.

. Prince and staff discussed tracking outstanding planning cases.
Motion by Prince, second by Thayer, approving the resolution to revoke a Variance for Pine Ridge
Apartments. Motion canied unanimously by roll vote.

STAFF REPORTS
Director's Report
Carlson presented the Director's Report.
Board members had the following comments:

. Members discussed.

Site Analvst & E rcement Reoort
Wielenberg presented the Site Analyst & Enforcement Report.
Board members had the following comments:

. Members discussed.

Ainslee Krause
Planning & Building Administrative Assistant

PB Minutes approved and attested by
ntative
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UPCOMING BOARD MEETINGS
. Monday, December 9, 2024 5:30 p.m. Planning Board Meeting

ADJOURN
There being no further business, motion by Thayer, second by Fiskevold Gould, to adjoum the
meeting. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 6:19 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
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